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Summary Highlights of Economic Conditions in the Nonrubber Footwear 
Industry in the Fourth Calendar Quarter of 1980 

U.S. production.--Preliminary data indicate that domestic production of 

nonrubber footwear amounted to 96.7 million pairs in October-December 1980, or 

2 percent more than that in the corresponding period of 1979 (table 1). 

U.S. imports.--Nonrubber footwear imports amounted to 83.8 million pairs 

in October-December 1980, or 2 percent less than those in October-December 

1979 (table 1). 

U.S. exports.--U.S. exports rose to 3.8 million pairs in October-

December 1980, representing a 25-percent increase over exports in the 

corresponding period last year (table 12). 

Ratio of imports to consumption.--Imports of nonrubber footwear accounted 

for 46 percent of U.S. consumption in October-December 1980, having declined 

from 47 percent of consumption in the corresponding period of 1979 (table 1). 

Source of imports.--During October-December 1980, imports from the 

controlled countries--Taiwan and Korea--increased to 44.4 million pairs, 20 

percent more than those in October-December 1979 (table 5). Imports from the 

uncontrolled countries decreased to 39.4 million pairs, representing a 

19-percent decline from imports in October-December 1979. Imports from Italy 

and Spain continued to decrease significantly in October-December 1980, by 58 

percent and 20 percent, respectively. Imports from the People's Republic of 

China continued to increase, amounting to 2.2 million pairs in 1980, 

representing a 153-percent increase over those in 1979. 

Prices.--The Producer Price Index for footwear increased to 237.2 in 

October-December 1980 from 227.2 in October-December 1979. The Consumer Price 

Index for footwear increased to 196.4 in October-December 1980 from 184.2 

during the corresponding period of 1979 (table 3). 

Summary Highlights of Economic Conditions in the Nonrubber Footwear 
Industry in the Fourth Calendar Quarter of 1980 

U.S. production.--Preliminary data indicate that domestic production of 

nonrubber footwear amounted to 96.7 million pairs in October-December 1980, or 

2 percent more than that in the corresponding period of 1979 (table 1). 

U.S. imports.--Nonrubber footwear imports amounted to 83.8 million pairs 

in October-December 1980, or 2 percent less than those in October-December 

1979 (table 1). 

U.S. exports.--U.S. exports rose to 3.8 million pairs in October-

December 1980, representing a 25-percent increase over exports in the 

corresponding period last year (table 12). 

Ratio of imports to consumption.--Imports of nonrubber footwear accounted 

for 46 percent of U.S. consumption in October-December 1980, having declined 

from 47 percent of consumption in the corresponding period of 1979 (table 1). 

Source of imports.--During October-December 1980, imports from the 

controlled countries--Taiwan and Korea--increased to 44.4 million pairs, 20 

percent more than those in October-December 1979 (table 5). Imports from the 

uncontrolled countries decreased to 39.4 million pairs, representing a 

19-percent decline from imports in October-December 1979. Imports from Italy 

and Spain continued to decrease significantly in October-December 1980, by 58 

percent and 20 percent, respectively. Imports from the People's Republic of 

China continued to increase, amounting to 2.2 million pairs in 1980, 

representing a 153-percent increase over those in 1979. 

Prices.--The Producer Price Index for footwear increased to 237.2 in 

October-December 1980 from 227.2 in October-December 1979. The Consumer Price 

Index for footwear increased to 196.4 in October-December 1980 from 184.2 

during the corresponding period of 1979 (table 3). 

1

0123456789



2 

Employment and unemployment rate.--Preliminary data for the fourth 

quarter of 1980 show that employment amounted to 151,400 employees, which was 

1 percent higher than in the corresponding period of 1979 (table 2). The 

unemployment rate in the leather and leather products industry for 

October-December 1980 was 11.5 percent, compared with 8.2 percent in the 

corresponding period of 1979 (table 3). 1/ 

1/ Data on monthly unemployment rates are subject to considerable fluctuation 
because of the small sample used and consequently, should be used with caution. 
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Table 8.--Status of quotas, as of Feb. 13, 1981, on U.S. imports of non- 
rubber footwear from Taiwan and the Republic of Korea for the 4th year 
beginning July 1, 1980 

TSUS 
item 
No. 

: 
: 

Country 
and 

article 

Quota quantity 
for fourth 
year 1/ 

• 
: 

• 

Charges from 
July 1, 1980, 
to Feb. 13, 

1981 : 
• 

Percent 
 of 

quota 
filled 

1,000 pairs : 1,000 pairs 
: Taiwan: 

923.90 : Leather footwear 	 2/ 	11,528 : 6,947 : 60 
923.91 : Vinyl and plastic 

footwear- 	 . 2/ 111,352 : 76,846 : 69 
923.92 : Other footwear 	. 3/ 	7,862 : 3,847 : 49 

: Total 	 . 130,742 : 87,640 : 67 
: Republic of Korea: 

923.93 : Leather footwear, 
except athletic 	 13,260 : 2,531 : 19 

923.94 : Athletic and 
other footwear 	 24,740 : 18,763 : 76 
Total 	  38,000 : 21,294 : 56 

1/ July 1, 1980, to June 30, 1981. 
2/ The quota quantity for footwear entered under item 923.90 was increased 

by 1,048 thousand pairs and the quantity for footwear entered under item 
923.91 was decreased by the same amount. USTR letter published in the Federal 
Register  of Dec. 2, 1980 (45 F.R. 79968). 

3/ Due to carry forward provision, deduction made for 257,883 pairs utilized 
in 3rd restraint year. USTR letter published in the Federal Register  of May 
21, 1980 (45 F.R. 34093). 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Customs Service. 

U.S. International Trade Commission 
March 1981 
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16 
Indexes of U.S. consumer prices for footwear of leather 
and Nonleather, 1978-80 
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Unemployment rate in the leather and leather products 
industry (SIC 31) 1/ by quarters, 1978-80 
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17 
Nonrubber Footwear: Unit Values of imports for Consumption, 
by quarters, 1978-80 
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Average number of all employees engaged in the manufacture of 
nonrubber footwear, by quarters, 1978-80 
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